
Environmental disasters, epidemics, financial crises, hunger, migration, and violent
conflicts are some of the complex and trans-boundary policy challenges that states are
facing in today’s global world. In foreign policy making, the influence of advocacy and
lobbying has been an important component by which states, individuals and organisations
have tried to shape the discourse on certain policy matters. In humanitarian situations
such as human rights violations, children and women in armed conflict, refugee crises,
human displacement due to environmental crises, advocacy groups and lobbyists play a
major role in seeking immediate impact and long-term policy changes. Advocating for the
protection of civilians and children is critical in conflict zones. The protection of civilians
in times of conflict is outlined in different bodies of law, including international
humanitarian law (IHL), international human rights law, refugee law and criminal law.
When advocacy and lobbying are practised successfully, it can affect foreign aid, sanctions
and foreign trade.

In conflict zones such as South Sudan, Yemen and Syria lobbying and advocacy initiatives
help civilians receive protection and access to humanitarian aid. In the case of Syria,
advocacy contributed to the passing of UN Security Council resolutions endorsing cross-
border relief operations. While in South Sudan, the UNSC voted to enact an arms
embargo to stop the flow of weapons to participants of the conflict. Effectiveness in
humanitarian advocacy is also linked to timeliness. Thus, there is a need for serious
advocacy in order for conflicts to not last as long as they have. 

Through this Lobbying Workshop, we aim to organise a collaborative learning approach
that allows for a highly interactive workshop that introduces the participants to advocacy
and lobbying. The workshop also aims to explore the role of lobbying as part of a larger
strategic campaign for influencing the political process and to teach strategies for effective
lobbying and provide a chance to apply and practice them in a simulated format.

Concept Note

Mock Advocacy: Crisis Zones- Workshop & Simulation
 

Itinerary 

Day 1 
11:30AM- 12:30PM :Workshop by Ms. Tarana Faroqi 
3:0PM-  4:00PM :Keynote Speech by Ms. Rhea Mahanta followed by a round of
Q/A 4:05-4:15 PM :Training session by Parley Team-  Rules & Procedure Debrief 

Day 2 
5:00PM- 6:30PM :Committee Simulation chaired by Ms. Tarana Faroqi 
7:00PM- Result announcement -Feedback

Incentives: Workshop Certificate signed by facilitator ; 
Letter of appreciation by Ms. Rhea Mahanta and Ms. Tarana Faroqi



Ms. Tarana Faroqi is our workshop facilitator who will also
be judging the consequent stimulation. She holds a
Masters in International Affairs from The Graduate
Institute of International and Development studies
Geneva and a bachelors in Journalism along with a post-
graduate diploma in Conflict Transformation and
Peacebuilding from Lady Shri Ram College for Women
Delhi University. She is currently based in Delhi working
with a livelihood implementation partner agency and runs
her own volunteer youth initiative called The
Peacebuilding Project. As well as representing South and
Central Asia in the UN MGCY working group on
Humanitarian Affairs. She has recently also been
appointed as regional director of Peace 360 a USA based
charity. She has previously worked with various UN
agencies and International NGOs across Delhi, Geneva &
The Hague. 

Ms. Rhea Mahanta is our keynote speaker for the
succeeding stimulation. Rhea Mahanta is the Founder and
President of The Peacebuilding Project, an organization
committed to Conflict Transformation, Peacemaking and
Humanitarian Work. She is a Social Sciences scholar on
the Committee on International Relations at the
University of Chicago, where she co-founded Women in
International Affairs, a student group dedicated to
empower and support women entering careers in peace
and security. Rhea has trained UN Peacekeeping Forces
from over 33 countries on Conflict Resolution, Mediation
and Negotiation before they were deployed on field
missions around the world. She is a recipient of the Israeli
Council for Higher Education Scholarship to Israel-
Palestine where she gained practical experience in
Mediation, Conflict Prevention and Multi-Track
Diplomacy between local communities in the West Bank
and Jerusalem. She is currently a civil affair officer at UN
Mission in South Sudan. Iti
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